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Local News

MNRL m1nlster dechnes to speak about report :

Complamts commlsh’

~advice'not followed .
By CHRYSTALL KANYUCK -
_ckanyuck@bvibeacon.com .
At least one ergm“.lslands resi-

dent wondered whether Deputy
Premier Dr; Kedrick Pickering

had read the latest special report -

from Complaints Commissioner
-Elton: Georges, which described
the mishadling of an apphca~
tion for land reclamatxon in Sea
‘Cows. Bay and. called - 'on the
minister'to apologise, -
“T would like to know if he
-knows about ‘this ‘thing,” said a
caller to-the National .Demo-
critic' Party’s radio programme
on Monday.
Yes, caller, he has seen it, said

Eileene Parsons, the shows host,

‘adding, “I don’t think Dr. Picker- -
- .ing waits to get into-this.”

“Not at all, Mrs. P. Not at all,”
said Dr. Pickering, who, as the
minister of natural resources and
labour, has responsibility for land
reéclamation matters,

“According o the report, which ‘

s was made public at the Sept. 3
House of Assembly sitting,- the
complamant waited more than 10
years for a response to her appli-
cation to reclaim land along .the
SCB ' waterfront: Meanwhile,
other residents began filling in
land before obtaining approval
from the-Ministry of Natural Re-

‘sources-and Labour, only to receive.

retroactive petmission.
Mr. Georges submitted” his

prehmmary report-to the MNRL}
" Marchi 22, he wrote. In it, he rec-

ommended that the mmlstry_ :
‘process the coniplainant’s applica- -

tion and that the minister write'a  tary.
letter of apology. Receiving no re-

spoiise, M. Geoxges sent a re~'
mindeér to the permanent secré-~’

- On I:\/Iéy 8, Perm'anevntvS_ecrej .

tary Ronald Smith: Bcrkeley wrote  ‘
to Mr. Georgés-to say that he had

Report sed, page 23
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_. dxscussed the recommendatlons
with Dr. Plckermg, and that he
would draft . an apology letter, -

~ among other actions.

But that did not happen, ac-
cording to Mr. Georges.

So, on June 12, Mr. Georges
wrote to the PS and others to in-
form them that he would be issu-
ing a special report, and inviting
them to 1nclude theu comments.

But, he added, none were received.

‘Although responsibility - for
seabed matters belongs- to the
MNRL, the complainan’s appli-

cation process and other matters

‘felated to' 2 SCB Devclopment :
Plan were deferred by public offi-
- cers to Julian Fraser, the Third

District nepresentathie, because
the project was seen as “the min-
ister’s baby,” the report states.. -

The Beacon was unablé to-",
" years and still hias not even issued an

reach Mr. Fraser by'press time
texday, but he has been reporte 1 in’

~

other m‘edia as defending his ac-
tions, saying he was directed by
-the Executivé Couneil and calling

Mi. Georges’ report m1sleadmg
and “malicious.”

But Mr Georges said in a state-
mentissued Tuesday that officials still
have not processed the application or
apologised t6 the complainant.

. “Ttis like adding: to the injury,”
he said, addmg, #“Govertiment had

failed to respond to this Iady over 12

apology t0 her for the manifegt in-

justice, much less approved her ap—

_plication, as was recommended.”
On the Monday radio pro—»

gramme, Dr. Picketing said mak-
ing the report public was part of

Mr. Geotges duties as an om-

budsman for the government.

has been done to respond to the
nature of the complaint, then the

“process allows him to have the of-

ficial. complaint laid before the
House, and once it is laid before

the House it becomes a public

document, Dr chkermg said.

- “It’s part and parcel of a dem-~
ocratic society to ensure that there
are'check and balances on the way
govemment ﬁmctlons, he added.

His. function-as a check on

’ govemment however, relies on

“If he ‘doesn’t think enough‘

electtd:officials taking action on

his spetial reports, Mr. Georges’ -

“Tuesday statement said. .
“T- continue to hope that with

-this step [of a- report. to' the

House] some benefit will emerge

from this sorry tale,” hf: said,



